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development of an Iraqi nationalism, regarding all Iraqis without
distinction as equal citizens of the State.

These two tendencies are not necessarily opposed to one
another except in their extreme forms. A Pan-Arab would
generally concede the value of local feeling provided it is kept
in its proper place ; an Iraqi nationalist would not oppose Iraq's
membership of the Arab League. They differ not in essence
so much as in emphasis. This difference, however, is important;
and it is clear that the future of the minorities will be greatly
affected by which of them prevails. If the exclusive Iraqi
nationalism prevails, the way will be open for all minorities to
become full citizens, although this will not save them from the
necessity of at least some degree of assimilation. If Pan-Arab
sentiment prevails, then a serious Kurdish problem may arise;
and a Christian problem as well if Pan-Arabism is not dissociated
from Islamic feeling,

The Kurds : Description

The Kurds form a compact community with a local majority
in the north and north-east of Iraq. Most of them are con-
centrated in the liwas of Mosul, Jrbil, Kirinik, Sulaimania and
Diala. The regions which they inhabit are largely mountainous,
and a great proportion of them are nomadic or semi-nomadic
pastoral tribesmen, pasturing sheep, goats and other animals,
moving up the mountains in the summer and down again ia the
cool weather. Others of them, however, are fanners in the plains
and valleys, who cultivate wheat, fruit, rice and tobacco; not
all the fanners however are .wholly settled, some of them being
semi-sedentary.

Most of the Kurds are Sunni Moslems, although a minority
belong to extreme Shi'i sects. Again, most of them preserve
their Kurdish language and customs, although in certaia districts
they are bi-lingual and a few tribes are in process of being Arabbed.
Their language is not unified so much as a group of dialects, soiae
of which differ partly from one another. Similarly, they them-
selves do not form a angle community bat a group of tribes.
Among the wholly settled Kurds the tribal orgamzatioa is
becoming weaker, but in the mountains it is stiil very stiwg,
and in general it is true to say that tribal loyalty is strooger tkaa
mj other. The tribesmen, like most irawntaia peoples^ a*e
restless iinder civil government and positive kw. They wiffing*y